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Governor Baker Visits Lawrence High School To Kick Off Early College 
Program 
Governor and Lt. Governor visiting programs to highlight efforts to expand early college 
 
 
 
Click here to watch  
  
 BOSTON—Today Governor Charlie Baker released a video of his visit to Lawrence High 
School on Tuesday, to help kickoff the school’s new Early College program, where more 
than 200 students will take college courses at Merrimack College or Northern Essex 
Community College as a way to prepare them for college and help reduce their overall 
college costs later.  
 
Early college programs combine traditional high school classes with an opportunity to 
take college-level courses at a local college, typically in a particular career pathway such 
as STEM. Successful early college programs make college more accessible to low-income 
students and give them an opportunity to earn college credits, at no cost to them, while 
still in high school. Early College programs have also been found to boost college 
completion rates for low-income students, minorities, and first-generation college-goers. 
Currently, there are 2,400 Massachusetts students in an early college program, 55 
percent of whom are low-income, at 27 programs throughout the Commonwealth.  
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